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1. ROUTE 

 
Winson Green In Bloom includes the 
following streets: 
 

 Beeton Road 

 James Turner Street 

 Eva Road 

 Perrott Street  

 Foundry Road 

 Handsworth New Road 
 
The area includes Wellington Street Public 
Open Space and some notable buildings 
including:  
 

 Foundry Primary School – built in 
1883 

 Handsworth New Road Secondary 
School – built in 1901 and now 
residential flats and Grade II Listed 

 Bishop Latimer Memorial Church – 
consecrated in 1904 and Grade II* 
Listed  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Start: Bishop Latimer Community 
Garden 
 
 Left to Beeton Road & Beeton 

Grange 
 Left to James Turner Street 
 Right to Foundry Road – Foundry 

Primary School & Wellington Street 
Park 

 Right to Perrott Street 
 Right to Little Eva Road 
 Left to James Turner Street 
 Right to Beeton Road 
 
Finish: Bishop Latimer Community 
Garden 

PROMOTING ’IN BLOOM ’  

To publicise Winson Green In Bloom 
leaflets have been delivered to all 
households to inform residents about the 
campaign and to remind people about the 
collection days for rubbish, recycled 
materials and garden waste.  
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INTRODUCTION & BRIEF 
HISTORY  

 
Winson Green is an inner-city area to the 
west of Birmingham city centre. It is part 
of Soho Ward, one of four wards in 
Birmingham’s Ladywood District. The 
population of Soho Ward is culturally 
diverse and has a younger age profile than 
the city average with half the population 
aged 30 or below. Winson Green faces 
some significant challenges including:  
 

 High unemployment 

 Lower life expectancy than the 
Birmingham average with health 
concerns such as circulatory diseases 
and coronary heart disease and poor 
lifestyle indicators including long term 
limiting illness, childhood obesity, 
smoking and alcohol use  

 A high transient population with 
consequences for community 
cohesion 

 Some poor quality housing provision, 
particularly in the private rented 
sector 

BRIEF HISTORY 

 
The name Winson or Wynesdon may be 
derived from an Anglo-Saxon personal 
name - Wine's 'duri or 'don' meaning 
Wines Hill or alternatively it may derive 
from Winn dun meaning 'meadow hill'. 
The second part, 'green' was added in the 
Middle Ages and suggests that the land 
was common grazing for local livestock 
owners. Situated at the west end of 
Birmingham Heath, the sandy pebbly soil 
was not particularly good for farming. In. 
common with many heaths elsewhere the 

land was enclosed in the 18th century and 
in 1798 much of the heath was sold as 
separate fields. Urbanisation began with a 
few high-class country houses built here 
away from the smoke of the industrial 
town. One such house, Winson House, 
was built by button manufacturer James 
Turner on what is now James Turner 
Street. The house was later occupied by 
Richard Tangye, who with his brothers 
started the engineering company Tangyes 
Ltd. The Birmingham Canal connecting 
Birmingham with Wolverhampton and the 
Black Country was completed in 1769 
which prompted some early industrial 
development, for example, Park Glass 
House built by Isaac Hawker in 1787. In 
the mid nineteenth century a large part of 
the heath was used to build the Borough's 
Prison, Lunatic Asylum, Workhouse and 
Fever hospital. Much of the terraced 
housing in the In Bloom area dates from 
the late nineteenth century - a house on 
the corner of James Turner Street and 
Foundry Road is dated 1889. Foundry 
Primary School was built by the 
Birmingham School Board in 1883. 
Handsworth New Road Board School, later 
Handsworth New Road Boys Secondary, 
was built in 1901 to accommodate 1100 
children. A Grade II Listed building, the 
school closed in 1990 and has since been 
converted into residential apartments. 
Perhaps the most prominent building in 
the In Bloom area is Bishop Latimer 
Memorial Church. Designed by WH 
Bidlake in the style of an East Anglian 
Perpendicular wool church, the building 
was consecrated in 1904. Built to 
accommodate a congregation of a 
thousand people, this Grade II* Listed 
building has a very tall nave and a massive 
square balustrade tower. 
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3. MILESTONES IN THE PAST YEAR  

Date  Activity 

August 
2012 

2nd – First of five visits by families from Soho Sure Start to the garden 
7th — Visit by Community gardeners to Holy Mount URC, Malvern, to see the 
Bible Garden 
22nd — Visit by Community gardeners to Grow Soho project at City Hospital and 
talk by Anton Rosenfeld from Garden Organic on 'Sowing New Seeds' initiative 

September 6th — Receive a Level 3: Developing award from Les Goodman, President Heart 
of England in Bloom, at the 'It's Your Neighbourhood' Awards, Henley in Arden 

October  17th — Visit by Art Club from Benson Community School to begin mural project  
Application to Veolia Environmental Trust for funding to pollard mature trees 

November  2nd — bonfire with Boys Brigade and Girls Association 
13th — Regular sessions with Eco Club at James Watt Primary begin 
20th — Awarded £5837.89 towards Phase 2 of the garden developments by 
People's Postcode Trust 
28th Work on foundations for poly-tunnel begin 

December Regular evening sessions with community gardeners in the Church Hall. Began 
making mosaic tiles for the garden. 

January 
2013 

11th — First of five visits by parents and children from Benson Community School 
as part of Family Literacy sessions 
25th — Awarded grant of £3015 by Veolia Environmental Trust 

February  Sunday 10th — Bishop David Urquhart, Bishop of Birmingham visits   
Reach 30 Likes on the Community garden Face book page 
11th — Central Tree Services Ltd begin pollarding the mature London Plane trees 
17th — Spreading wood chip left by the tree surgeons around raised beds 
24th — Constructed the frame for the polytunnel with help from Birmingham & 
Solihull Midweek Conservation Volunteers 

March  13th — Volunteers from Birmingham & Solihull Conservation Volunteers use 
timber from pollarded trees to edge the woodland walkway 
16th — BIG DIG DAY — Community gardeners work on preparing raised beds and 
volunteers help plant a willow arch at the entrance to the woodland walkway 

April  Work begins on the trellis fence and arches to surround the sensory garden 

May  11th — The WOW! arrives — a Wooden Observation Wormery assembled for 
children to observe worms and other compost critters at work 
23rd — Volunteer workday with Birmingham & Solihull Midweek Conservation 
Volunteers clearing remaining rubbish from site and creating a chequer-board 
garden 
Saturday 25th May - Family Open Day. Oliver Blackburn, Communications 
Manager, at Veolia Trust visits and event is filmed by Love Productions for a 
documentary on James Turner Street for Channel 4  

June  Eco Club from James Watt Primary School visit the garden to plant beans and 
carrots in the raised bed and herbs in the chequer-board garden 

July  5th – Family Literacy group visit to harvest vegetables and take part in ‘Cook & 
Taste’ session  
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4. ACHIEVEMENTS  

GARDEN DEVELOPMENTS 

With support from the Postcode Trust and 
Veolia Environmental Trust we have been 
able to embark on a second phase of 
garden developments. This included some 
major tree work, the construction of a 
polytunnel and the development of a 
sensory garden. Most of the work in the 
garden has been done by volunteers – 
either the community gardeners or 
volunteers from Birmingham & Solihull 
Midweek Conservation Volunteers.  

TREE WORK 

 

 
 
The funding from the Veolia 
Environmental Trust allowed us to bring in 
Central Trees Ltd to carry out tree work 
on the mature London Plane trees along 
the southern boundary of the garden site. 
It took the tree surgeons just two days to 

pollard the seven mature trees, chip the 
brashings and stack the larger pieces of 
timber ready for us to use on other 
projects. The tree surgeons cut the 
branches back to the previous pollard 
points and although the results look a bit 
brutal it should help extend the life of the 
trees and has made a huge difference to 
the light levels in the garden. It also 
means we won’t have to spend the 
autumn clearing up leaves! 

SENSORY GARDEN 

A trellis fence has been erected to 
separate the vegetable beds from the 
area that is to become the sensory 
garden. Two arches have been assembled 
as entrance features and paving slabs 
used to create a chequer-board garden. 
Children from the Eco Club at James Watt 
Primary School have started sowing seeds 
of herbs and wildflowers in some of the 
squares of the chequer board. Work has 
begun to construct some raised beds for 
growing plants to stimulate the senses 
and the centre piece of the garden will be 
a herb spiral made from Cotswold stone.     
 
 

 
 
Making the chequer-board garden 
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POLYTUNNEL 

 

 

Working on the polytunnel foundations 

The Birmingham & Solihull Midweek 
Conservation Volunteers helped to extend 
the existing foundations left after the 
demolition of an old greenhouse to create 
a base for a 15 by 10 foot polytunnel. The 
polytunnel - now nearing completion - will 
allow the community gardeners to extend 
the variety of crops grown and the 
growing season.  
 

COMMUNITY GARDENERS 

 
The raised beds in the garden have been 
adopted by local residents or members of 
the various congregations that use the 
facilities at Bishop Latimer United Church 
including representatives from La 
Pepiniere, a Francophone Church, the 
Seventh Day Adventists who now use the 
main church building and the 
Anglican/URC congregation who use the 
church hall for services.  Collectively this 
group is called the “community 
gardeners” and meets every Wednesday 
evening, either in the garden during the 
spring and summer months or in the 
church hall in the late autumn and winter. 

The group visited Holy Mount URC to see 
the Bible Garden they have created there 
and find out about the work they are 
doing with local schools. The group also 
visited Grow Soho – a community garden 
project at City Hospital. During the winter 
months many evening sessions were 
devoted to making mosaic tiles which will 
be displayed in the sensory garden once it 
is completed.   
   

 

Sue and Whenthly with mosaic tiles 

GARDEN EVENTS 

BIG DIG DAY  

Bishop Latimer was one of 280 gardens 
across the UK that took part in The Big Dig 
on Saturday 16th March – a national event 
to promote volunteer-run food growing 
projects. Thirty people attended the event 
at the community garden where food and 
refreshments were provided by Cheryl 
from Mama’s Blessin’. The day was an 
opportunity for people to start preparing 
their beds for the coming food growing 
season and 30 bags of manure were 
available for people to use. We were also 
able to construct a willow tunnel at the 
entrance to the woodland walkway. 
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Constructing the willow tunnel  
 

FAMILY FUN & OPEN DAY  

 
The now annual Family Fun & Open Day 
was held this year on Saturday 25th May 
and was well attended by local residents. 
The occasion was an opportunity to 
launch this year’s Winson Green In Bloom 
campaign and people were able to plant 
up a hanging basket or large pot to take 
home.  
 

 
 
We were joined by Oliver Blackburn, 
Communications Officer for the Veolia 
Environmental Trust, who was interested 
to see the work done with the funding 
from the Veolia Trust. The garden has 
since been featured in the Trust’s own 
internal newsletter.  We were also joined 

on the day by two film crews from Love 
Productions who are filming a 
documentary about James Turner Street 
for Channel 4.  

WORK WITH SCHOOLS AND SURE 
START CHILDREN’S CENTRE 

 
Funding from Ernest Cook Trust and a 
variety of other charitable trusts has 
enabled us to continue our education 
work with local schools and Soho Sure 
Start Centre.  

SOHO SURE START CHILDREN’S  
CENTRE  

During the summer months we had a 
series of visits by parents and children 
from the local Sure Start Centre. Story 
books such as Louis Ehlert’s ‘Leaf Man’ 
and Vivien French’s ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ 
were used as starting point for activities 
which included collecting leaves and 
making leaf rubbings and collages; and 
searching for the vegetables featured in 
the story about Oliver and his 
Grandfather’s vegetable patch. Peter 
Doubtfire who organised the visits has 
now left the Sure Start Centre, but we 
have maintained our links with staff and 
parents and hope to continue this work in 
the future.    
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Throughout August we took families from 
Soho Children’s Centre to do gardening at 
Bishop Latimer Community Garden. 
Andrew read us stories about all the 
plants and seeds in the garden, and 
helped us to plant a variety of things, 
from potatoes to shark-fin melon. We 
were even able to harvest some 
vegetables to take home and eat! We also 
explored the natural world in the garden, 
finding different colours from nature, 
looking at pond life and going on a mini-
beast hunt. The children were able to get 
out in the fresh air, and learn about food 
and the environment whilst having fun.  
 
Although only a small number of families 
attended, those who did got a lot out of 
the sessions. One parent described it as a 
“fantastic experience” and stated: “Both 
my son and I have learnt about the 
environment – where vegetables come 
from. We have looked forward to coming 
and have talked about it with family.” 
 
Thank you to Andrew for some great 
sessions, from everyone at Soho. We look 
forward to continuing to work with 
Bishop Latimer, and hope to involve our 
Stay & Play groups in doing more 
gardening with Andrew both at the 
centre, and visiting the garden.  
 
Peter Doubtfire, Soho Sure-Start 
Children’s Centre 
 

 

BENSON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

MURAL PROJECT  

 
The Art Club at Benson Community School 
has been working on a mural project for 
the garden. The children visited the 

garden in October to think about possible 
themes for the murals and talk about 
where they might best be located. Every 
Wednesday after school the group has 
worked on the murals – creating designs; 
transferring the designs on to large sheets 
of ply board; and then painting the murals 
using acrylic paints.  
 

 
 
Painting the ‘Welcome’ mural  
 
Two murals are near completion – a 
‘Welcome’ mural which is to be located at 
the entrance to the community garden 
and a mural representing the seasons 
which will be attached to the fence along 
the woodland walkway. 
 
 

OPEN FUTURES PROGRAMME  

 
Both Benson Community School and 
Foundry Primary School participate in the 
Open Futures programme. We have been 
supporting the two Year 3 classes at 
Benson with the Growit element of the 
programme using the raised beds on the 
school site.   
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Vegetable garden at Benson Community 
School 
  

 
Open Futures 
 
Open Futures is a skills and enquiry-
based curriculum development 
programme, linking learning and life. It 
was developed to help children discover 
and develop practical skills, personal 
interests and values, which will 
contribute to their education and help to 
enhance their adult lives. 
Open Futures is a fresh way of meeting 
the needs of primary school children, 
whose natural spirit of enquiry is 
fostered and nurtured through the 
programme’s four curriculum strands –
 askit, growit, cookit and filmit. These 
linked creative contexts stimulate and 
motivate, providing children and their 
teachers with the opportunity to work 
with professionals who are experienced 
in delivering educational projects from 
the worlds of food, horticulture, media, 
academia, philosophy and the arts. See 
www.openfutures.com.  
 

JAMES WATT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The school has continued its involvement 
with the community garden through the 

after school club – Our World club or Eco 
Club. The purpose of the club is to look at 
the environment and sustainability both 
within the school and school site and at 
the community garden. The focus this 
year has been on healthy eating, waste 
and recycling and growing. The school has 
registered for the Eco Schools programme 
and is working towards the bronze award. 
The children have visited the garden to 
plant climbing beans, carrots and 
coriander in their raised bed and regular 
sessions have been held – of late mostly 
during Friday lunch times – to maintain 
the five raised beds on the school site.  
 
 

 
 
James Watt Eco Club at the community 
garden 

FOUNDRY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The school has been involved in both the 

community garden and developments to 

create growing spaces in their own school 

grounds. The school is part of the Open 

Futures programme which aims to raise 

achievement through a skills and enquiry 

based curriculum, linking learning to life. 

The school started the programme in 

September 2011 and teacher Anita James 

is the ‘Growit’ school leader.  This is 

Anita’s account of the year.  

http://www.openfutures.com/our-curriculum/askit
http://www.openfutures.com/our-curriculum/growit
http://www.openfutures.com/our-curriculum/cookit
http://www.openfutures.com/our-curriculum/filmit
http://www.openfutures.com/
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The Bug Hotel at Foundry Primary School  

The year started with a general tidying 
up - raking and weeding the beds. Home-
made compost was added and a sensory 
garden bed was created. As the weather 
became colder the garden birds were 
regularly fed and watered, with the 
children making fat pots and peanut 
rings to hang out. Many different birds 
were seen queuing up for breakfast. Then 
came the autumn downfall of leaves from 
the many trees and bushes, which would 
have buried the beds if not regularly 
cleared. Strong winds would often help 
out too.  

November saw the first ‘Growit’ day of 
the new school year. All wrapped up in 
coats, hats and gloves, the children 
braved the cold to plant Onions, Garlic 
and Broad Beans, which thankfully 
survived the following frosts and snow. 
The children also made home-made 
paper pots and planted up Crocus and 
Iris bulbs to grow on indoors. We also 
talked about healthy eating and handled 
and named different fruits and 
vegetables.  

At the end of April we cleared and cut 
back the bushes in the Nursery 
playground to create a more useful 
garden area and bought several small 
wall display basket s for planting. The 

children really love digging – it’s difficult 
to keep the plants in!  A work in progress.  

April 21st was potato day! Every class 
took part in planting up a trug of six 
seedling potatoes to care for. The task 
was to see who could grow the most 
potatoes and the heaviest one. The 
children took part in lots of potato 
related activities throughout the day and 
all designed a ‘Potato Character’. Later 
on each class chose an area outside to 
place their trug of potatoes to grow.   

The next ‘Growit’ day took place in May, 
with activities relating to school topics. 
The children planted out Courgettes, 
Beetroot, Rhubarb, and Peas – with salad 
trays to grow in class. They also planted 
some Geranium plugs too.  

July 4th was potato harvest day. On this 
day each class harvested their trug of 
potatoes. They counted how many 
potatoes they had grown and weighed 
the heaviest one. Each class is now 
deciding what to do with their potatoes. 
Will it be potato fritters? My mouth is 
watering already! 

Although it was a slow start to the year, 
with little warmth or sunshine to 
encourage growth, things are now 
starting to take off, with a lovely crop of 
juicy Strawberries to share. Our sensory 
garden has also done well this year with 
Lavender, Curry plant and Mint growing 
well. The weather has certainly not 
stopped us having fun and learning new 
things out in our school garden.  

Anita James, ‘Growit’ School Leader, 

Foundry Primary School  
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COOK & TASTE SESSIONS 

 
An important strand of the Community 
Garden activity continues to be “Cook and 
Taste”:  an opportunity to share with the 
gardeners, the groups that visit the 
garden and the wider community, 
different ways of cooking the fresh 
produce that is grown and generally 
taking the opportunity to advise people 
on nutrition and healthy eating. 
 

 
 
Cook & Taste session with Family Literacy 
group  
 
Since July  last year a third series of Cook 
& Taste classes has taken place at Benson 
Community School -  the venue for 
children and parents from Soho Sure Start 
Centre - with sessions once again led by 
the catering team from Mama’s Blessin' – 
a local community business. 
 

We had the last cook & taste session 
today, they have been very good – 6 
adults and 7 children took part all 
together, on average 4 families per 
session. 
  
Some comments that I’ve had from the 
parents: 
“Session is nice – we all enjoyed it.” 
“I learned about cooking – I didn’t know 
how to cook a lasagne before.” 

“It’s good that the children can get 
involved and make something.” 
“After doing the cake last week, we made 
fairy cakes at home.” 
“We would like more sessions in future.” 
  
Thanks to the Community Garden for 
funding the sessions.  Judith & Cheryl are 
going to make a booklet with the photos 
and recipes from the sessions. 
  
I also wanted to let you know that I am 
leaving Soho at Christmas to go into 
nursery work.  It has been great working 
with you and Andrew this year, there 
have been some brilliant activities that 
the families have got a lot out of, thanks 
for all you have done.  
 
Peter Doubtfire, Family Support 
Worker at Soho Sure Start Children’s 
Centre 

 
The cost of this third series ended the 
balance of funding for our Cook & Taste 
activity and we have been able to attract 
further funding.  So far we have received 
funding from the Joseph Hopkins Trust 
and the Henry James Sayer Trust. 
 
Our next Cook & Taste session will be a 
combined event in September to promote 
the work of the garden, with all the 
gardeners and garden contacts, including 
members and parents of the Boys Brigade 
and Girls Association which is based at 
Bishop Latimer Church. 
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5. FUTURE PLANS  

GARDEN DEVELOPMENTS  

 
We aim to complete the phase 2 garden 
developments within the next two 
months, including the construction of a 
shade-sail canopy and further work on the 
sensory garden. The basic infrastructure 
of the garden will then be in place but this 
leaves plenty of scope for further 
creativity by community gardeners and 
schools alike to add further features. 
There are ideas for creating wind chimes 
and musical instruments for the sensory 
garden and for enhancing the biodiversity 
of the site. There is also a need to develop 
a management plan for the site as a 
whole.  

EDUCATION PROJECTS 

 
There are proposals to build on the work 
that has been done to date with schools 
and the local Sure Start Children’s Centre.  
This includes: 
  

 Developing a range of short learning 
programmes linked to the curriculum 
that can be offered to local schools 
and the Sure Start Centre.  
 

 Continuing to build on the reciprocal 
links with local schools through after 
school programmes – linking 
developments on the school site with 
the community garden – so that 
lessons learnt in one can be applied in 
the other. 

 

 Developing projects with local 
teachers focused on specific areas of 
the curriculum. The areas of particular 
interest are RE and Literacy.  

We have been meeting with staff at local 
schools to develop these ideas and 
identifying potential funders.  

THE CHURCH SITE  

Following the success of the Veolia Trust 
funded work in the community garden 
there is the potential for work to enhance 
the wider environment around the church 
and church hall. Visits to Malvern URC to 
see the faith garden they have created in 
a very constrained space around the 
church building has inspired ideas about 
what might be possible around Bishop 
Latimer.  Ideas are at an early stage, but a 
key aspect of the developments will be 
access for all to both the church buildings 
and the community garden.  
 

 
 
The Bible Garden at Holy Mount United 
Reform Church, Malvern 
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