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Muswell Hill URC Project – Story Award 

  
'We seek to be an open door Church to 
everybody and anybody, sharing our faith and 
being sensitive to the community in which, with 
us, we believe God is present and active.'  

[Muswell Hill URC's Mission Statement] 

 

 

 

“We at Muswell Hill are changing gradually, trying to determine what work we 
should begin in Haringey, which would be relevant and helpful. We welcome new 
faces. We would love to see more children here. We value discussion and appreciate 
new people and opinions. Most of us are trying to get to know and understand each 
other. We come from varied places, backgrounds and orientations. We find great 
friendships in our diversity.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

My name is Ignatius Adu. My family and I have been members of the Muswell Hill 

URC for over twenty years. I have also been an elder for over fifteen years. 

I am a Ghanaian by birth and come from the Eastern Region in a town called Akim 

Swedru. About ten years ago, a group of Akim Swedru citizens  based in the 

United Kingdom decided to set up an association to help us realise the 

significance and the need to assist one another in times of need and to be 

conscious of ones common identity and the need to maintain and promote our 

cultural heritage.  We agreed that through an association, a forum could be 

established for discussions of matters of common interest, for our common well 
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being and the well being of our brothers and sisters at home. The association 

grew in strength and was later registered as a charity. 

The Muswell Hill URC got to hear about our association through informal 

conversations and before long the church was donating £100 - £200 a year to help 

us achieve our objectives. These gestures have developed into a firm friendship.   

It has always been part of the Church’s work in the community to help and assist 

the underprivileged in these parts of our world. 

I visited Ghana on holidays in April 2008 and found myself at the only clinic in the 

town for treatment on a minor illness. To say I was shocked, scared and moved by 

the extreme lack of simple medical equipment is an understatement.  I brought 

my concerns to Trustees of the association as soon as I returned to UK for us to 

explore and think about how we can help equip the Clinic which serves as the 

main treatment centre for the over 6000 inhabitants in and around Akim Swedru. 

We put our fund raising machinery into motion and raised just under £3000 in 

April 2008 and resulted in a donation of the first batch of medical equipment 

consisting of Blood pressure monitors, stethoscopes, foetal monitors, etc to the 

clinic. The second phase was to replace the dilapidated “birthing bed” at the 

maternity wing of the Clinic. 

The Trustees, through Ignatius had discussions with Muswell Hill URC at one of 

their Church meetings and they, without hesitation voted to take up the challenge 

through working with us to raise another £3000 to buy the ‘birthing bed’ for the 

clinic.  

 
We started it off with a Ghanaian-themed fund raising event in the church 

premises in June 2008 where Ghanaian dishes were provided with musical 

entertainment provided by a Peckham-based Ghana Choir for enjoyment. We 

followed it up with a DVD display of the Clinic and talked people through the task 

we faced and the need to help.  By November 2008, the Church has raised 

£1845.00. Numerous and regular fund raising events such coffee morning events, 

bric–a-brac, collections, Church lunch events, Tetherdown Players doing the play 
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reading of ‘Ladies of Letters’ by Carole Hayman and Lou Wakefield, etc were 

organised and held by the various groups and 

individuals in the church with all proceeds 

going into the fund. 

 
The Association’s Trustees accepted an 

invitation from the Church Elders to lead the 

worship and have done so on two occasions 

and open to lead further worships.  

 
In November 2009 the target amount of £3000 was achieved. Ignatius went back 

to Ghana in December 2009 and took delivery of the bed and presented it to a 

rather cheerful and grateful Head of the Clinic, Sister Cecilia Appiah.  It gives great 

pleasure to see the Church, the Clinic and the Association’s objectives come to 

fruition. The pleasure has been made all the more real by the support  we received 

from the Muswell Hill United Reformed Church congregation. The above picture 

shows Ignatius and Sister Appiah checking the ‘birthing bed’ after the 

presentation ceremony. 

 
Ignatius Adu – Muswell Hill URC          
 

 

 

 

   

 


