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The law regarding management of asbestos in buildings has recently changed, and 
the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 now apply.  Church buildings are covered 
by these regulations.  The Elders have a duty to manage church buildings and also 
therefore have a duty to manage asbestos in those buildings.  Please remember that 
exposure to any asbestos-containing material (ACM) can kill.  Insurance policies do 
not generally cover claims arising for damages or injury resulting from exposure to 
asbestos (unless appropriate measures have been applied). 

It is recommended under the Regulations that a management survey be carried out.  
This will establish whether any asbestos is present and recommend how to deal with 
it.  A suitably accredited firm should be engaged. 

If no asbestos is found, this will be recorded in the Management Plan.  No 
monitoring is necessary and the only further action required would arise when more 
intrusive building works or alterations are being contemplated.  At this event a 
refurbishment & demolition survey is necessary. 

If asbestos is found, then a Register will record the type of asbestos, its condition, 
and a recommendation whether removal or careful management is required.  The 
Register needs to be kept available on the premises to allow anyone working on the 
premises to be able to inspect it and satisfy themselves as to their own health and 
safety while carrying out any work.  Elders have a collective duty both under the 
Control of Asbestos Regulations as well as the Health & Safety at Work etc Act. 

If asbestos is to be removed, it is likely that a licensed contractor will be needed.  
Some removal work requires notification and prior approval from the Health & Safety 
Executive (HSE).  In every case, the Elders must retain records in their Management 
Plan relating to the proper removal, transportation and disposal of any ACMs at an 
authorised location. 

Management of remaining asbestos requires the Register to be reviewed annually 
and the condition recorded.  If the condition has altered or deteriorated, then action 
may be necessary and expert advice should be sought immediately.  A policy should 
be put in place to deal with any emergency incident which may result in the release 
of ACMs. 

When works are required in the building, then a more careful refurbishment and 
demolition survey will be required before work can commence.  The results of this 
survey should be made available to the builder preferably at tender stage. 

Further Information 

The HSE has published various documents which are available on its website. 

 Managing Asbestos in Buildings: A Brief Guide: 
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg223.pdf 

 Managing Asbestos in Non Domestic Buildings: 
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l127.htm 
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More general advice is available from www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/index.htm with 
more specific advice from www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/managing/index.htm. 

There is an Approved Code of Practice (ACOP), which is available from the HSE.  A 
copy can be downloaded from www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/index-legal-ref.htm. 

This section of the Property Handbook cannot repeat all the information available 
from the Health and Safety Executive.  The above publications will cover most 
needs for Churches.  For further information please contact the Synod Office. 
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