
CRCW Reflection Nov 2017 
 

When asked to reflect on my work as a Church Related Community Worker I wasn’t sure quite what I 
would reflect on. Having completed my training this year (2017), not inducted nor commissioned 
into an accredited CRCW Project I felt I would struggle. I have thought long and hard about what and 
where reflecting might take me, it took me back to first hearing the call to Church Related 
Community Work and to what I have achieved since then.  

Already working within a church project, previously an accredited CRCW project, and running it full 
term, I was aware of what this kind of work was all about. However, I heard the call to formalise the 
work I was doing within this local community. I believe God was calling me, as he knew I was ready 
for the challenges theologically, personally and academically. I loved learning, meeting new people, 
discussions (in and out of lectures), for me college life was great, life was good. In 2015, I just into 
my second year of training when my life took a sudden and unexpected turn. I became a widow and 
I began to question my call. I was at a major crossroad in my life. I’m pleased to say that through 
continuing with my studies and the support I received from both staff and students at Luther King 
House, family and friends, I am beginning a journey into Church Related Community Work but in a 
different way to my fellow CRCW’s.  

Having looked at pieces of work, prayed over, discussed with family and friends, I find myself back at 
my own church, working part-time as a Church & Community Development Worker. A role in-line 
with a CRCW role but with a different title! 

During these first few months I have been getting to know the community again, meeting the 
current leaders of each of the clubs and activities based at the church. Things are a little different 
from when I left four years ago but I think that’s great. It’s amazing to see how group leaders and 
volunteers have grown in confidence and developed and moulded these roles to use their own gifts 
and talents. It all seems to be ticking along nicely. 

So, the question is what am I doing here?  

I am tasked with looking at the provision; helping the church to reflect and look at developing new 
opportunities both inside and outside the church. Linking with the local schools, being a voice in the 
local and city-wide community, working with other local churches of all denominations and to 
consider new ways in which the church might engage with the local community. This may either be 
offering new services or further developing what is already taking place. 

I feel privileged to have been asked to undertake this work, engaging with, supporting and walking 
alongside people from all walks of life. Being a practical person, my theology also has a practical 
slant, not preaching the word but living it out, as Jesus did, in his community, with the people he 
met. The people on the edge; men, women, children, the poor, the sick, the people who society 
shunned. Like Jesus, I want to get to know Gods people in this place, to welcome them into the life 
of the church and its community, create opportunities which help to make a difference in their lives, 
however small. For me this is the ultimate achievement, fulfilling my call from God.  

Some may say it’s not good to go back to what we know, but to venture out into the unknown. All I 
can say is that I believe God has a purpose for me, he knows me at my best and at my worst. He 
knows my strengths and weaknesses, I don’t need to hide things from him. Some may say I took the 
easy option, but I believe to truly follow in the footsteps of Jesus, to live the life of Christ today and 
to share this with the world around you, large scale or small is not the easy option, it’s challenging. A 
challenge to ourselves, to the people we meet, to believers and people of no faith and to our 
churches. I think of the hymn by Carol R Ikeler ‘The Church Is Wherever…….’ God’s people are 
praising, singing, helping, sharing, remembering, caring and doing good deeds. The church is 
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wherever, whenever, whatever, however Gods people decide it to be. A flexible church to fit the 
needs of the time, place and people, a church committed to Walking - the - Way. This is the reason 
why Church Related Community Work Ministry is for me whenever, whatever, however, wherever, 
and for now that wherever is Shiregreen United Reformed Church, Sheffield.  

 

 


