
Redland Park URC, Bristol and the Bristol Korean Church – 

South Western Synod 
 

In many ways the best things that happen are those things that are offered to us in the way 

of gift, a gift which we can then receive, embrace and develop as 

our own.   

 

Redland Park Church is set on Bristol’s Whiteladies Road, a main 

thoroughfare into the city and set between the Clifton 

Downs and the city centre.  Set within the Clifton and 

Redland areas of the city the local community is made up 

of residents and young families, as well as a substantial 

student population as we are very much within the area of 

Bristol University 

 The flourishing relationship between Redland Park URC and the Bristol Korean 

Church started quite accidentally  in 2000.  A Methodist Korean Minister, the Reverend 

Dong Hwan Kim, came to study for his PhD at Wesley College, Bristol.  Somehow and in 

some way he came to find a home at Redland Park rather than any neighbouring Methodist 

Church.  He was drawn here by the sense of hospitality.  

Having established a home at Redland Park he then got 

to know and became friends with the newly arrived 

minister, the Reverend Dougie Burnett.  Dong Hwan 

was keen to establish an International Church within 

Bristol, using a Korean core to make the congregation viable.  This was duly done and the 

celebration of the new church happened in the autumn of 2002. Over the years the Korean 



Church has been led by a succession of Korean ministers who have been studying at various 

of the theological colleges in Bristol 

 

Establishing a Multi-Cultural Model of Church 

From the genesis of the new Korean Church it was recognised that if we were being gifted 

and offered a multicultural opportunity then that had to be embraced and given substance 

by Redland Park.  To embrace a multicultural opportunity must mean to embrace and 

celebrate difference rather than expecting conformity to the major culture present, in this 

case the English-speaking culture of Redland Park. For the Korean Church worshipping in 

their own language was very important.  Worshipping in and using your own language is 

always easier than in another language.  However it was agreed that we should celebrate 

and worship together at various times and that when we did so that Korean should be used 

as well as English.  This has set a pattern that has endured and developed.  More recently 

the advent of affordable audio-visual 

technology has aided this aspect by the 

provision of sub-titles in the “other” 

language where these might be needed.  

Another particular aspect of multi-

cultural growth has been the sharing of 

food.  For major celebrations such as Harvest and Easter the sharing of the English and 

Korean food has been seen as important.  All these elements have contributed to a strong 

and close relationship which has expressed itself in joint ministry and mission. 

 

Into 2010: Two URC’s under One Roof 

Over the past several years the Bristol Korean Church has grown to a membership of 

c.100.  There is a strong core of families, with students providing much of the numbers for 



the rest of the congregation.  While Korean ministers studying in Bristol for Masters 

degrees and PhDs had provided the leadership it was now felt by the Korean Elders that for 

further growth to be possible that a permanent and full-time minister was required.  To this 

end the Korean Church elders approached the Reverend Dougie Burnett of Redland Park 

URC about help from the wider U.R.C.  Discussions were then commenced with the Synod 

and national church officers.  At this time and as part of this process the Korean Church 

embarked on becoming a mission project of the U.R.C.  This was completed at the General 

Assembly of the U.R.C. in July 2010 at Loughborough University.  Following this an 

application was made for an SCM post which was duly awarded in early 2011.  At the time 

of writing a suitable Korean speaking minister is being sought for this post.  With this new 

and now formalised relationship the work being done 

between Redland Park and the Korean Church has 

substantially increased.  We now hold regular joint 

elders meetings where we discuss and share together 

on the issues that involve both our congregations.  

The number of times when we worship together has increased.  At various times the 

Korean Church now takes leadership of the worship with Redland Park when Redland 

Park’s own minister is away.  That has been seen as very successful.  Not only are we able 

to worship together but we have been able to take on some joint mission and outreach 

projects.  At Easter of 2011 the Korean Church took on the leadership of the Easter Messy 

Church event which attracted very considerable numbers of families from the local 

community.  When Redland Park hosts the ecumenical Christian Aid Fair Korean pancakes 

and other food provides a delicious smell to entice passers-by to stop and enjoy. 

 

To the future 



At a time when the church as a whole faces big challenges for the future for Redland Park 

the gift of the Korean Church is an example of how God can move in mysterious ways to 

bring new life and new hope.  While Redland Park has been able to offer the gift of 

hospitality and accommodation to the Korean Church, the Korean Church has been able to 

offer the energy and dynamism that typifies Asian Christianity.  In all of this openness and 

understanding are key elements.  So long as those are there, much more is possible. 


