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For a week in August a group of children set a very good example to multicultural and multi-faith 

Britain and to the nations of the world. 

What happened? 

The children, aged  4 – 11, came from many different ethnic and faith backgrounds to join a 

new HOLIDAY CLUB run by volunteers of Vine United Reformed Church, Ilford, London 

Borough of Redbridge. 

 Who came? 

The children who came represented the rich variety of families found in South Ilford and 

comprised 40% Muslim; 35%Hindu and Sikh; 25% Christian from 

different ethnic roots. The leadership team was also ethnically diverse, 

including the 5 young leaders (16 – 20 years ) who were of 

Ghanaian/Austrian ;  Ugandan and Afghan backgrounds. 

 

 

 

 

Background and action 

In the past, Vine URC had flourishing uniformed youth organisations and a big Junior 

Church. Many years on, the church has found itself in a different situation with rapidly 

changing demography all around and a decline in work amongst children. However, at 

present there is an active youth group in the church and the pastoral care and nurture of 

these young people has been second to none and coming from the outside one can see the 

benefits of this. At a junior church leaders’ meeting in October 2008 the question was 

asked,’ How can we continue to work with children in a more meaningful way beyond what 

is already happening on Sundays, given the community the church relates to today ?’ The 

suggestion was made that we try a week long holiday club for children 4-11 years. We took 

the risk and went ahead with getting volunteers on board, sorting out CRB checks, applying 

for a small grant, implementing preparation and training for the leadership team, purchasing 

materials and equipment and sharing progress with the church meeting. The Holiday Club 

took place 17
th

 – 21
st
 August and 40 children attended. 

 

What was the Programme like? 

The children played, sang, learned together in friendship and harmony (most of the time !!!). 

The theme was ‘We’re going on a journey’ and the children learned about important 

journeys taken by characters in the Bible, i.e., Abraham, Moses, 

Jesus and Paul. They were also taken on journeys of their own to 

a farm, park and other places of interest including different Faith 

buildings which the juniors photographed. They produced 

colourful art and craft work, enjoyed some drama and had a one 

day trip to Clacton- by sea. New friendships were formed and a 

lot of enthusiasm was shown by parents when they shared in the Friday afternoon to 



discover what their children had been up to all week. They were particularly taken with the 

theme we had been working on and the games we played using our new and very colourful 

parachute. 

 

 

Comments from parents/carers 

- A  muslim father ( who had been in the scouts at Vine URC when he was 12  over 20 

years ago) said, ‘ I like your ethos and I like my children coming to things that are faith 

based like this church because although Islam and christianity are different they also 

have a lot in common ‘. 

- A hindu mother said, ‘If you do any other activities with children in the church I would 

be willing to come and help if that would be useful. I have had experience working with 

street children in Calcutta and with children in down town New York.’ 

- A muslim mother said, ‘  I liked your ethos, that you helped all the children, whatever 

faith they were to feel they belonged and all your leaders were very approachable and 

welcoming. Also, although my children are muslim I feel that mixing in this way , 

outside home and school, with a variety of children, benefits my children greatly. By the 

way, if you wanted to do any drama in future in your children’s activities I would be 

happy to help as I am a qualified drama tutor’. 

These were all verbal comments. We also sent a feedback sheet to all 

parents after the Holiday Club and a different one to all members of the 

leadership team. Both have proved very useful not only the 

encouraging feedback but also suggestions for the future which will be 

very helpful for our future planning. 

 

 

The outcomes 

1. Many children had a new and exciting experience in a new space for them. We also 

learnt a lot about the children through their stories of their journeys and their faiths that 

their families belonged to .They made many new friends. 

2. During the week we obviously built a good raport with the children and realised that it 

would be good, if we could, to run a Saturday club for children once a month. 

3. Some parents expressed that this week had helped them personally because it gave them 

a break in the middle of the long summer break 

4. The outcome for the young leaders was amazing, seeing them 

grow in confidence and leadership .Sarah said, ‘When Camilla 

and I led the session on Tuesday morning, it was scary thinking 

about it but once it was achieved it felt so good and I felt like a 

real leader and not just a helper. 

5. After the minister had visited 7 local primary schools before 

The Holiday club and because of the event itself, the church now has a better contact 

with these schools some of whose children and young people already come to Vine 

church for their carol services each Christmas. 



6. We are now thinking through our mission amongst children, bearing in mind our context 

which is leading us to look at how we develop this relationship with 30 families that the 

church had previously not known anything about. This has led us to see how we 

maintain contact and build relationships with these children and their families 

7. Two of the children of Christian background are beginning to come to worship and 

junior church on Sundays 

8. We had our first Saturday Club on Saturday afternoon, 12
th

 September. Two thirds of the 

children who attended the Holiday club plus 6 new children turned up and we took the 

theme of’ peace’, September being Peace month and next month we will focus on ‘one 

world’ 

9. Davieh, the Hindu mother who offered to volunteer with us is on board already. 

 

 

Insights 

These outcomes have gone beyond anything we could have imagined, beyond our initial 

expectations. We were left with hopes, excitement, tiredness and a feeling of, ‘What have 

we done ‘.  

 

What I do believe is that we have been blessed with a new gift of 

opportunity. It seems that God has enabled us to extend the boundaries of 

his mission by opening up a great big door for us which we need to go 

through to discover more about this gift. There is no turning back and we 

cannot shut the door. 

 

We are grateful for all the hard work of all the volunteers and for the prayers and interest 

shown by colleagues and friends in other churches 

 

Sandra Ackroyd   and Brenda Homersham (earlier part of the report) 


